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State Auditor Tim Keller Announces New Executive Staff Members 
 

SANTA FE, NM – State Auditor Tim Keller announced today new members of his executive 
team at the Office of the State Auditor. Sunalei Stewart joins the office as Chief of Staff and 
Sarita Nair as Chief Legal Counsel.  
 
“As State Auditor, I am committed to making government work better for all New Mexicans. I 
am grateful to be joined in this effort by Sunalei Stewart and Sarita Nair,” said Keller. “Stewart 
and Nair bring essential experience to the Auditor’s office and will provide strong leadership as 
we combat fraud, waste and abuse to protect public funds.” 
 
Stewart comes to the OSA after serving as Deputy Commissioner of Public Lands. Nair joins the 
OSA after a decade as a private practice attorney, including as a partner with Sutin, Thayer & 
Browne. Please see their biographies below: 
 
SUNALEI STEWART 
Sunalei Stewart, a native of Santa Fe, served as Deputy Commissioner of Public Lands from 
2012 - 2015.  Stewart oversaw the day-to-day operations of the 156 employee agency, managed 
legislative affairs, and coordinated policy development and strategic planning.  
 
Prior to joining the State Land Office, from 2004 -2012 he worked for former U.S. Senator Jeff 
Bingaman in various positions, including Legislative Director and Chief Counsel for the personal 
office. His responsibilities included managing the office’s legislative staff, developing and 
implementing domestic and foreign policy initiatives, and providing legal advice on legislative 
and non-legislative matters. Stewart also worked for the U.S. Department of State, Office of the 
Legal Adviser.   
  
Stewart received his bachelor’s degree in political science and philosophy from the University of 
Arizona and his juris doctorate (magna cum laude) and master’s degree from American 
University.  He is a member of the New Mexico State Bar, California State Bar and Oregon State 
Bar. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
SARITA NAIR 
Sarita Nair has been a private practice attorney, representing private companies and public 
entities in business and governance matters, since 2004. She is AV-rated by Martindale Hubbell, 
and has been recognized by Best Lawyers, Southwest Super Lawyers, and Chambers & Partners 
USA. Before entering private practice, Sarita clerked for Judge Lynn Pickard at the New Mexico 
Court of Appeals.  
 
She graduated magna cum laude from the University of New Mexico School of Law, earned a 
master’s degree from the University of New Mexico School of Community and Regional 
Planning, and earned her bachelor’s degree from Wesleyan University. She is active in the 
community, having served on the boards of many nonprofits and legal groups.  Prior to 
practicing law, Sarita worked in the field of international development.  
 
To contact Stewart or Nair, please call 505-476-3800.  
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